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Revelation 17 
1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2 with whom the 
kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual 
immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit 
into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous 
names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, 
and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 5 And on her forehead was written a 
name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 
6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. 

When I saw her, I marveled greatly. 7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell 
you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries 
her. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit[b] 
and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the 
book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is 
not and is to come. 9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains 
on which the woman is seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, 
the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while. 11 As for 
the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to 
destruction. 12 And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal 
power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 13 These 
are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make 
war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 
and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.”	  

15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are 
peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 16 And the ten horns that you saw, they 
and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her 



flesh and burn her up with fire, 17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by 
being of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are 
fulfilled. 18 And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of 
the earth.” 

SUMMARY  
Before John is given the glorious vision of Christ’s Second Coming, he sees and hears of the 
final fall of Babylon, the false, global religious system used by the Antichrist to lead the world 
against Christ and His people. This week, our focus is on the dangerous, alluring appeal false 
religion holds over the hearts of humanity, and if we’re not alert, the Church as well. 

PASSAGE OUTLINE  
What John was Shown - Revelation 17:1-6 
What John was Told - Revelation 17:7-18 

Swindoll, “Living Insights: Revelation”, p. 246. 
“...it seems best to identify ‘Babylon’ not specifically as a particular city or country, but as the 
representation of a final godless, humanistic, nationalistic worldwide religious system.” 

I. FALSE RELIGION IS A MARK OF THE FINAL REGIME. 
II. FALSE RELIGION APPEALS TO OUR MOST BASE DESIRES.  
III. FALSE RELIGION WILL PROVE DECEPTIVE AND POWERLESS 

1 John 2:15-19 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

ANCHOR YOUR MIND ON WHAT IS TRUE.  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. In what ways have you encountered or interacted with people of other religions? 
2. Read Revelation 17:1-6. Why is John shown this vision of the Antichrist's false religious 

system in such graphic terms? 
3. This false religious system is called Babylon. How do other Scriptures help us understand 

why?  
4. Read Revelation 17:7-18. In Revelation chapters 13-17, most chapters contain a "word" to 

the Church in the midst of prophetic judgments. What verse provides the word to the 
Church in ch. 17? What is its significance in this context? 

5. How does verse 17 shape your understanding of this vision? Do you find this troubling or 
comforting? Why? 

6. How would you explain to a friend why Christianity is different from all other religions? 
7. What was your takeaway from the sermon? 

To listen to this or any other sermon, visit tomballbible.church/sermons.


